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pie, were delighted to read the work of the Jews in Spain.
The second element certainly was the installment of the
first printing press in the country, imported by Abraham
Usque, a Jew from Italy; a second printing plant was
installed and operated by Eeina Nassi in the famous
palace of Belvedere, in that quarter called "Koru-
chesme," situated on the European side of the Bospo-
rus. About the same time another printing concern was
started in Salonika.
It was due to this new vigor inspired by the Jews
towards their country of adoption which awoke the
Turkish poets, ulemas, and historians. It was about this
time that Turkish poetry, influenced by the growth of
Hebrew poetry, began to flourish.
Ever since the conquest of Spain by the Arabs, the
study which the Mohammedans cared for the most was
medicine. The Jews, who were the first to devote them-
selves to the study of this science, derived their knowl-
edge from Spain, Portugal, and Italy. The famous doc-
tor, Amatus Lusitamus, emigrated from Italy to Salonika
in the year 1558. The families of Nassi and Eskenazi,
emigrating to Constantinople, brought with them many
doctors, including the well-known family of Amon, whose
descendants received for many years from the Sultan the
title of hekim bashi, or chief doctor. A Jewess, Esther
Kiera, practiced medicine and * attended the Sultana
Baffa.
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, following
a century of wars and decay, a new spirit pervaded the
Jews of Turkey, due partly to the influence of a number
of families of reputation in the cities of Constantinople,
Salonika, Damascus, and Baghdad, and also partly to the
influence and intervention of European Jewry in Turk-
ish affairs. Among the latter, the Alliance Israelite
Universelle became the main factor. The Alliance Is-
raelite was organized in Paris in the year 1860, having

